The treatment of acute necrotizing pancreatitis, using a mediastinoscope postoperatively and antiseptic rinses.
In the years before 1981, the mortality of acute necrotizing pancreatitis was about 70%. By better timing of surgery and intra- as well as postoperative rinsing with povidone-iodine mortality could be lowered to 50%. Leaving the peritoneal cavity open enables easy surgical access to further septic complications. In 10 patients with conservative closure of the abdominal wall five patients died. In seven patients whose abdominal wall was left open and the pancreatic space packed, with the possibility of endoscopic removal of further necroses, only one patient died.